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March 2, 2005

Dear Community Friends:

The Good news:  You are not very likely to be the victim of a violent crime in Seattle.

The Bad news:  Your vehicle is susceptible to theft or car prowls making it one of the highest property crime statistics in the city.

Something to Think About

(  Over 8,000 vehicles were stolen in Seattle during 2002.  

(  Approximately 86% of them were recovered.

(  The average loss of missing parts on recovered vehicles is $5,800.

Why are Cars Stolen?

(  Commercial Operations – This includes theft rings and chop shop operations.

(  Used for other crimes – Often cars are used in other crimes such as robberies, burglaries or narcotic activities.

(  Insurance Fraud – Some owners arrange to have their cars stolen, burned, or damaged to collect insurance money.

(  Exchange for drugs – Some drug addicts loan their out their cars and later allege that the car was stolen.

Let’s Talk About Prevention

There are several things that you can do to protect your vehicle:

(  Turn off and lock your car whenever you have to walk away from it.  This includes at gas pumps, ATM machines, etc.

(  Park in well-lit areas and in parking lots that have attendants.

(  If you have a garage, park in it. There are a lot of storage companies that can house your extra boxes of goodies. (
(  Never leave the vehicle title in the car, keep it in a safe place.

(  Consider using metal disabling devices that add additional physical deterrents (e.g. steering wheel lock, install an ignition “kill switch”, etc. 

(  Protect your vehicle with anti-theft devices or join a prevention program such as “LoJack” or “Watch Your Car”(www.cityofseattle.net/police/Programs/WatchCar).

Take care and Stay Safe!

Sergeant Cindy Granard  (
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