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March 16, 2005

Dear Community Friends:

Good News!  

The Department of Corrections (DOC) and two South Precinct Police Officers have come together, under the guidance of Captain Tom Byers, for the creation of the Neighborhood Corrections Initiative (NCI) Team!  

Why is that exciting you ask?  Well, these folks are not only hard-charging officers who make a lot of arrests, but they also look at creative, alternative ways to deal with offenders.  

Different Approaches

The NCI Team utilizes other means of managing and holding offenders accountable such as:

(  Giving the offender a verbal admonishment or instructions to leave the area.  If they violate the condition, they are transported to jail.

(  Having the offender stipulate to an agreement (which is a way of addressing the violation at that moment). The offender’s assigned probation officer then follows up on the situation.

(  Transporting the offender to a facility for drug testing to make sure that he or she is adhering to the conditions of his/her release.

(  Providing additional transportation to various locations such as Detox, a hospital, a treatment center, etc. 

(  Also, transporting the offender to the DOC Community Service Office to perform community service in lieu of jail time.

Making a Difference

The NCI Team has been in place for the last few months and is already well known by many of the offenders in the area.  The officers have noticed it becoming a little more difficult to drive up on criminal activity in their unmarked white van.  Some of the less favorable street clientele make audible sounds like whistles, to alert others of the NCI van’s presence.  No worries though, the officers are not deterred by these songbirds!  

Keep up the good work Officer Steve Kaffer, Officer Jonard Legaspi and DOC Officer Rocky Bronkhorst!

Take care and stay safe!

Sergeant Cindy Granard  (
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