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April 6, 2005

Dear Community Friends:

Good to be back with you!  I’m grateful to Sgt. Granard for filling in for me while I was out.  I’ll be sending you the newsletter from this point forward.

Othello Park

As you may know, there was a shooting fatality at the park a few weeks back.  Since that time, there has been tremendous energy around making the park safer for everyone: 

· A community rally was held at the park on March 26th.  

· Members of various City departments - including Parks and Police - have met to look at what could be done at the park to make it safer.

· Just this week, members of the Department of Neighborhoods, the Police Department and members of the community went door-to-door in the neighborhood around the park, talking with folks about what they think would improve things at the park.  We also invited them to attend a meeting for Othello Park neighbors.  This meeting is set for next Wednesday, April 13th, at 6:30pm at the Holly Park Community Church (corner of 43rd & Othello, right across the street from the park).  We invite you all to join us, and share your ideas and energy to help address safety issues around the park.

Also, this Saturday, April 9th from 9:30 am - 12:00 pm, join Mayor Nickels, your friends and neighbors for a neighborhood clean-up.   We will meet at the Othello Park Basketball Court  (4351 S. Othello St.)

Perceptions vs. Facts

Because of isolated incidents, news reports and media coverage, many people have the perception that Othello Park is unsafe and 


gang infested.  The truth is that while there have been incidents, they are not a daily occurrence.  The people who live around Othello Park have worked hard for years to make it better, more inviting, safer and more family friendly.  Their efforts need to be acknowledged.

The perception is that police officers are never around and don’t patrol the park very often.  The truth is that most of the police activity at the park is generated by officers who patrol there, not from the number of 911 calls for service.  Officer “on-views” account for well over 60% of all contacts that occur in the area compared to the total amount of 911 calls concerning the park.

Are there problems?  Sure.  Are they fixable?  Absolutely.  Can police do it alone?  No. 

Recipe For Success

Increased police patrols are not going to make Othello park safer.  But you can.  Here’s the recipe for improving safety at Othello Park: you and your families go and use the park.  The more families use the park, the more inviting it is to other families and the less inviting it is to criminal elements.  I encourage you to work with others in the community and with the Parks Department to promote family friendly activities.  You are the main ingredient for the recipe.  You have to get out of your doors and get involved.  It’s not going to improve by you staying away.  If you don’t go there and you don’t use the park, guess who will?

Take care, Stay Safe and join us on Wednesday, April 13th at 6:30pm the Holly Park Community Church.  Stay tuned for more!

Mark Solomon

South Precinct Crime Prevention Coordinator
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