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April 20, 2005

Dear Community Friends:

Fraud & Sympathy Scams

Scams that target our elders really get under our skin.  This newsletter is the first in a series regarding Fraud and Sympathy Scams.  I have included steps to protect yourselves and your loved ones.

Here are two scams we’ve noticed in the past few weeks.  

“Use the Phone” Scam

A female suspect has been contacting elderly females at their homes and convinced them to let her inside, usually by asking permission to use the telephone.  Once inside, she told them a hardship story and asked for or demanded money.  In most cases, the victims complied, giving the suspect $20-$50.  In two instances, the suspect also stole items from the home.  The incidents occurred between noon and 4pm on varying days of the week.  Two were in the north Beacon Hill area within two blocks of each other.  One incident occurred in the Mount Baker area and one in the Seward Park neighborhood.  It is believed that the same suspect was responsible in all four incidents.

“Security System” Scam

In the Columbia City neighborhood, a suspect came to an elderly gentleman’s door claiming to be giving away free home security systems.  The victim let the suspect in and once inside, the suspect asked for a tape measure to measure the windows.  The suspect continued to measure windows for some time and then told the victim that he needed to see the victim’s identification in order to fill out his paperwork.  The victim went to his bedroom to get his wallet and the suspect followed him.  Once the victim had his wallet in hand, the suspect took it and ran out the front door.  The victim heard a car race away after the suspect ran out the door. Thankfully, the victim was not injured.




What You Can Do

· Never let a stranger into your home.  If a stranger comes to your home and asks to use your phone, offer to place the call for him/her yourself.  
· Offer to make the call for them while they wait on the porch.  You may think this is rude, but this is about your safety, not their feelings.
· If they claim their car broke down or ran out of gas, ask where and if they’d like AAA called to meet them at their car.
· Talk to Service or Charity scam artists through the door.  Ask them to come back later, giving you the opportunity to call and confirm with whichever company or charity they claim to represent.

· Ask to see identification.  If someone comes to your door saying they work for ABC Security Systems, they ought to have an ABC Security Systems ID badge. If they don’t, call it in to 911 and provide a description of the suspect.

· Alert your neighbors.  If someone like we describe above is coming to your door, they are going to hit up others in your neighborhood as well.  Talk to each other so you are alert and aware of door-to-door scammers.

· Call 911.  Give the operator the best, detailed description of the person that you can and what the person said.

Next time - Credit Card Scams

Before I close….  A heartfelt thanks to all who turned out last Wednesday to support the neighbors of Othello Park.  Thank you for your participation, great ideas and energy as we move forward to make the park a safer place.

Take Care and Stay Safe!

Mark Solomon

South Precinct Crime Prevention Coordinator

Announcement

"Hold the Date,"  Tuesday, April 26, from 5:30 - 8:30 PM 

The Seattle City Council is sponsoring a Citywide Neighborhood Crime Summit and Public Hearing.  The goals are to gain perspective from people in different neighborhoods about law enforcement priorities and ideas about effective strategies to address those priorities.  

The hearing will be held at City Hall, City Council Chambers, 600 4th Ave (enter on 5th Ave.), 2nd floor.  Reduced rate parking is available at the SeaPark Garage,( 609 6th Ave), located directly south of Seattle Municipal Tower and adjacent to the Justice Center Building. 

For information contact:

Eugene Wasserman, (206-440-2660), eugene@ecwassociates.com 

or

Lisa Herbold, Legislative Aide to City Councilmember Nick Licata

(206-684-5331), lisa.herbold@seattle.gov 
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