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May 18, 2005

Dear Community Friends:

The focus of this and upcoming newsletters will be car related crimes.

Auto Theft

TV and movies usually depict auto theft as a crime involving high-end cars, chop shops, and organized crime.  Only a small percentage fits this category.  In reality the majority of cars stolen in our area are common models of average value.  They are chosen because they are readily available and often easy to steal.  This is especially true of popular models manufactured from about the mid 1980’s to the mid 1990’s (Camry, Accord, Civic, Acura Integra and Saturn SL).  Many cars of this vintage have inherently weak door locks and ignition systems or other features that car thieves have learned to exploit.
In the South Precinct, auto thefts are up over 70% from a year ago.  The predominant vehicles being stolen are older model Toyota Camry’s and Honda Accords.

As with car break-ins, most auto thefts happen overnight.  Car thieves often steal a car and drive it to another area in order to break into other cars.  They then continue the cycle by dumping or trading the first car and stealing another to get to the next neighborhood, and so on.  It is not unusual for an active thief to steal several cars a night.  Stolen cars are also involved in other crimes, but the bottom line remains the same; the cars are being used as a means of temporary transportation.

While most stolen cars are eventually recovered, they can sit at the place they were left by the thief for weeks, or until a neighbor notices the car does not belong on the block and calls it in to Parking Enforcement as an abandoned car (206.386.9012).  In addition to the inconvenience, stolen cars are often damaged or vandalized.




How You Can Prevent Auto Theft

Below are some ideas and prevention strategies you can employ to reduce your risk of auto theft

Common Sense Approaches

· Never leave your car idling

· Remove your keys from the ignition

· Close your windows completely

· Lock your doors

· Park in well-lit areas

· If you have a garage or carport, park your vehicle there rather than on the street 

· Do not leave a spare or valet key in the glove box or anywhere else in the car, as it is likely to be used to steal the car.  

Visible or Audible Devices

· Newer audible alarm systems take advantage of better technology and have fewer annoying false alarms.  

· Steering wheel locks (such as “The Club” or other like devises)

· Steering column locks

· Wheel locks

· If you have a high risk, older car with an alarm system, you may wish to augment your vehicle with a steering wheel device, cut-off switch, or update the alarm.

Vehicle Immobilizers

· Ignition cut-off switches, installed in a hidden but accessible location near the driver’s seat.  The driver must flip the switch before the engine can start.  These devices are moderately priced

· Fuse cut offs and Kill switches

· Starter, ignition and fuel disablers 

· Smart keys with computer chips that must be present to start the vehicle 

Next time - More on car related crimes

Take Care and Stay Safe!

Mark Solomon

South Precinct Crime Prevention Coordinator

