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1806 E. Yesler Ave. Seattle Washington 98122

Overview of Property

List Natural Assets:  (attributes that discourage offending and indicate clear control of property)

· The Community is very engaged in trying to improve neighborhood safety.  

· There are houses adjacent to the Walker Street stairway that could provide natural surveillance to those areas.
· The areas immediately adjacent to the two stairways have been cleaned up.

· The area adjacent to the top of the Hill Street Stairway has been turned into a garden area by one of the neighbors.  It is now easy to see in and out of this space.  It also sends a message that the area is cared for and someone is watching.
List Natural Threats:  (factors that encourage offending)
· Plants block the view of several houses on Walker Street.  Otherwise their views of the Walker Street stairway would be good.
· The houses on Hill street are set back from the Hill Street Stairway and therefore their views of the Hill Street stairway are not great.
· Overgrown Plants, adjacent to the stairways provide places people can use as shelters.
· The area around the Hill Street alley way (behind [resident]’s house) is not well defined in respect to where public property begins and where private Property ends.
· The stairways are not well lit at night.

· The cement barricades along 17th at the bottom of the hill provide a place for people sit and conduct their business.
What is the Definition of Space:  (Do attributes of property indicate that space is public, semi-public, semi-private, private?  Are actual uses commensurate with intended uses?) 

· The areas adjacent to the houses are well defined as private space.  However in many cases the method used to define those areas as private space are plants that block the natural surveillance of the stairways by the people in living those houses.
· The area at the end of the Hill Street alleyway has been closed off by a landslide.  It is not clear where public space begins and private space ends.  This is private property and is up for sale.

· When Residents call 911 about activity on the stairways there is confusion, because 911 documents show the stairs as a continuation of the roadway.
Identify appropriate and sustainable measures for:

Access Control:
· Placing barrier plants on the hill side adjacent to the stairways will make these areas less comfortable for illegitimate users.
· Removing the cement barricades at the bottom of the hill or adding a rough texture (cement bumps or points) to the tops of the barricades will make the barricades uncomfortable for people to sit on and do illegitimate business.

Surveillance:

· Removing or pruning back plants that block the views from the surrounding houses of the street, alleyway and stairways will enhance natural surveillance of the surrounding area.  
· Keeping window shades open during the day will also enhance natural surveillance.
· Increased lighting of the stairways at night will improve natural surveillance at night.  Residents have spoken to Seattle City Light about adding a street light at 17th and Walker that shines on the Walker Street stairway.  This will enhance visibility of that stairway.  However an even better solution would be to put pathway lighting along both stairways.
· The street light on 17th next to the Hill Street stairway is blocked by vegetation.  Clearing the vegetation away from the light will help to illuminate the Hill Street stairway and improve visibility.
· Cars parked at the end of the Hill Street and Walker Street may interfere with natural surveillance on both streets and will do little to prevent pedestrian access to the stairways.  Residents should assess whether or not parking vehicles accomplishes their goal of preventing illegitimate vehicular traffic into both of these area.
Territorial Definition:
· The property at the end of the Hill Street alleyway is private property but it is easily accessible and there is nothing indicating that it is private property.  Asking the owners to post signs and put up signs will help define the property as private.
Image and Property Maintenance:
· Cleaning up and removing excess vegetation such as ivy will enhance the look of the area around the stairways.  It will also improve visibility around the stairs.

· Continuing the efforts of residents to improve the appearance of the area at the top of the Hill Street stairway will improve the image of the property.  It also sends the message that the space is claimed and cared for by someone.  
· The garbage can at the top of the Hill Street Stairways is damaged and detracts from the area’s appearance.  It would be an improvement to replace it with a new garbage can.  If a garbage can is placed in this location, it is important that the can be emptied regularly and it is in good condition.  Neighbors may want to consider whether the can is being used for the intended purpose or if it is even being used at all.
· The vehicle at the end of the alleyway is damaged.  It detracts from the image of the area.  Moving it will improve this situation.
Community Activation:
· Continue to work together and the city on neighborhood safety issues.

· It might be beneficial to invite the neighbors on and near 17th to participate in your activities, since they can observe activities at the bottom of the stairs.

· Developing a walking trail and a park may be a viable way of reclaiming that space.  A group like the Seattle Parks Foundation may be able to assist you with this process.
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For further information on this service or other services provided by

Seattle Neighborhood Group,

Please contact Tari Nelson-Zagar at 322-9330 or via email: tari@sngi.org

www.sngi.org


