Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED)

Seattle Neighborhood Group offers Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) services to property managers, residents, business owners and design professionals. A neighborhood’s houses, apartments, schools, parks and other public and private spaces all help shape a community. Does it feel safe for everyone? What about after dark? How could things be improved?  

Simple strategies can help transform a neighborhood’s underused and unwelcoming spaces, attracting positive users, rather than those who “take over” a space for illegal activities. For more information on SNG’s CPTED services, please contact Kelly McKinney at (206) 937-8098.
SeaTac is the city nearest to Seattle to incorporate CPTED into its code. In some cases, such as code applicable to multi-family housing, CPTED is a major, explicit component. In other instances (for example, SeaTac’s sign code), CPTED is incorporated into sections of code as “sound practice” language. Parks, landscaping, houses, malls, multi-use and apartment buildings and parking lots and garages all go through a review by SeaTac Police Department CPTED practitioners.

What is CPTED?

“CPTED” is a concept that employs site and building design as a crime prevention strategy, intended to reduce the opportunity for criminal behavior, reduce both the incidence and fear of crime, reduce calls for police services and improve quality of life.

CPTED relies on PEOPLE more than on security systems and traditional forms of “target hardening”.  Four basic principles guide all of CPTED practice.  These principles are:

1. Natural Surveillance:  Placing structures and landscaping to allow users and residents to see and hear activity.  Legitimate users can identify trespassers and potential criminals will feel unsafe because they are too visible.

2. Natural Access Control: Placing walkways, building entrances, signs, fences, landscaping and lighting to discourage access to crime targets and create a perception of risk to offender.

3. Territorial Reinforcement: Showing a sense of ownership and care for a private property and the surrounding neighborhood, through appropriate fencing, pavement, landscaping, lighting and other physical improvements.

4. Image and Maintenance: Maintaining buildings and grounds to enhance resident safety and neighborhood aesthetics and to indicate proactive management philosophy. Well-maintained properties send strong messages about who should be there and who should not.
For further information on this service or other services provided by

Seattle Neighborhood Group

Please Contact Kelly McKinney at 937-8098 or via email at Kelly@sngi.org


