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Department of Neighborhoods (DON) P-Patch Program ��

Rules for P-Patch Participants (See also P-Patch Of fice Gardening)��

Plot Use and Maintenance of Adjacent Paths ��

·  Your plot will be reassigned if it is not worked by April 1, or in short season gardens, within two weeks of 
rototilling. Exceptions, however, will be made for weather.��

·  Maintaining your garden is your responsibility: If this year will be difficult for you, let us reassign your plot and 
you will stay at the top of the waitlist to come in when you’re ready. If you need help watering or harvesting, 
please notify your site coordinator or neighboring gardener.  

·  Do not expand your P-Patch beyond its designated area. Keep invasive, vining and spreading crops confined 
to your own plot. In short-season plots, comfrey and jerusalem artichokes are not permitted.  

·  Please be careful that sunflowers or tall trellised plants do not shade your neighbor. You must call the office 
before building any structure taller than four feet. Trees and permanent structures are generally not allowed in 
plots.  

·  For safety, do not dig into main paths; keep paths level, rock free, and wide for walking. Keep your own access 
paths fully within your own plot unless you agree to share them with your neighbor. You must keep the 
common paths around your garden weeded and/or mulched.  

Unattended Plots - Reassignment of Your Plot  
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During the gardening season, P-Patch staff work with site coordinators to monitor plot usage. When plots are untended 
(overgrown, weedy, unharvested) for more than two weeks, gardeners will be contacted by phone or a postcard and 
asked to take care of the plot by a certain date. Failure to comply can result in reassignment of the plot; fees will not be 
refunded.  

No Insecticides or Herbicides May be Used   

The P-Patch Program is for organic gardening only. The use of insecticides made from synthetic chemical materials is 
strictly prohibited. Rotenone, pyrethrin, and Safer Soap are allowed only when used according to label directions. 
Herbicides, or weed killers, are prohibited as well. Slug bait is permitted only in enclosed containers which must be 
removed from the site after use Beer and sugar/yeast/water solution serve as organic slug bait. If you have questions, 
please contact your site coordinator or P-Patch staff  

P-Patch Community Hours — Eight Required   

·  At least four hours must be completed at your P-Patch or by helping your P-Patch in some way (working your 
own plot or adjacent paths does not count). Call your site coordinator for a task or see the Site Maintenance 
section of the enclosed job list.  

·  Completing your hours is your responsibility, as is recording your hours on the log sheet in your tool shed/tool 
box. 

·  Hours are due by October 31. If you’re having problems, call the Program office, and we’ll find work for 
you.Gardeners who fail to complete their hours may lose their plots.  

Miscellaneous 

·  Smoking is prohibited in the gardens. Tobacco can transmit a lethal virus to tomatoes.  
·  Loud radios are prohibited. Please consider headphones for your neighbor's peace and quiet.  
·  Tires are not allowed at the sites. They can release cadmium or lead into the garden.  
·  Produce from your plot may not be sold.  
·  Please treat hoses carefully and return them when finished watering. If others are waiting to use the hoses, 

limit your time to 15 minutes. Sprinklers must be attended. Be careful not to water others' plots without their 
permission. 

·  Water service is off between 11/1 and 3/15.  
·  Well-mannered, leashed dogs are allowed within your own plot, unless complaints are received. Please 

remove scooped poop. Dogs are not allowed at Good Shepherd and Capitol Hill.  
·  Closely supervise your children.  
·  Do not block paths while visiting your garden.  
·  There is no garbage service. Please pick up trash and take it home for disposal.  

 
Other rules: At the P-Patch Program office, copies of the flyer,Being a Considerate Gardener, are available.  
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XX.0000. This district is designed to allow the small-scale production of natural products, such as fruits, vegetables, flowers, 
honey, cheese, and meat on open land in the City of Detroit, in particular on vacant city lots that are currently zoned for residential 
use in areas where there is little pressure for housing development. The regulations for this district are designed to encourage the 
productive use of vacant land for community and educational uses focused around gardening and other agricultural activities.   
XX.0100. Uses permitted as a matter of right.   
XX.0101. Cultivation of vegetables, flowers, fruits and other plants in the ground, in raised beds, and in greenhouses.   
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XX.0102. Raising of small numbers of livestock for meat and milk products. (The precise number could be determined on an 
animal per area basis)   
XX.0103. Production of bee honey.   
XX.0104. Production of eggs.   
XX.0200. Certain activities prohibited.   
XX.0201. Use of insecticides made from synthetic chemical materials is forbidden. Acceptable alternatives that may be applied in 
accordance with established safe handling instructions such as those found on product labels include: rotenone, pyrethrin, and Safer 
Soap. (This could also be changed to prohibit the use of certain pesticides. Best practices established by Master Gardener 
organizations or MSU Extension could be used as guidelines in establishing the correct amounts and methods of application.)   
XX.0202. The use of herbicides and weed killers is prohibited.   
XX.0203. Composting of animal flesh is prohibited. (Composting meat can attract rats. Again, existing best practices should 
dictate whether this remains.)   
XX.0204. Production of intoxicating or poisonous plants is forbidden.   
XX.0205. Tires may not be stored on garden sites. (Tires can transmit the toxic heavy metals lead and cadmium into soils.)   
XX.0300. Procurement of water.   
XX.0301. Procurement of water from public supplies should be negotiated between the Department of Public Works and the 
individual or organization conducting agricultural activities on the site.   
XX.0302. Use of private sources of water, such as water delivered through a hose from a spigot attached to a participant’s house, is 
permitted.   
XX.0400. Structures and barriers.   
XX.0401. Structures necessary for the proper pursuit of gardening and the storage of gardening equipment, including storage 
sheds, tool sheds, greenhouses, and like structures will be permitted as long as they meet existing standards for safety as mentioned 
elsewhere in the Code of Ordinances.   
XX.0402. Individuals and organizations using lots for urban agriculture are permitted to erect chain-link or picket fences, gates, or 
other similar barriers around the lots under cultivation.   
XX.0500. Animals - refer to Chapter 6 of the City of Detroit Code of Ordinances for rules regarding treatment, handling, and 
keeping of animals.   
XX.0600. Toxic or flammable chemicals.   
XX.0601. Gasoline used for the operation of lawnmowers or other combustion engine- driven gardening machinery must be kept in 
sealed containers in locked, ventilated structures.   
XX.0602. Chemicals such as rodenticides must be handled according to either Chapter 24, Article VI (Rodent and Pest Control) of 
the City of Detroit Code. These chemicals shall not be stored on the gardening site, and shall be kept in closed containers that will 
prevent them from coming into contact with food. (This should be determined by examining established best practices for 
rodenticide application – rat traps and rat deterrence techniques are probably safer methods of controlling rodents.)   
XX.0603. Pesticides and herbicides. See sections XX.0201 and XX.0202 of this ordinance  
XX.0605. No flammable materials or other chemicals except the permitted chemicals mentioned above may be used or stored in an 
Urban Agriculture Zone.   
XX.0700. Machinery.   
XX.0701. Tractors, lawnmowers, and other farm-related machinery may be used and stored in Urban Agriculture zones as long as 
they are in good working order and do not create a nuisance as defined elsewhere in the City of Detroit Code of Ordinances.   
XX.0800. Prevention of growth of poisonous or injurious weeds.   
XX.0801. Parties using or otherwise occupying urban agriculture zones are responsible for preventing the growth of those weeds 
defined as “poisonous or injurious” in Section 57-5-1 of the City of Detroit Code of Ordinances.   
XX.0900. Handling and preparation of food for sale – refer to Chapter 21 of the City of Detroit Code of Ordinances for rules 
regarding food and food establishments. These rules are to apply to Urban Agriculture zones where parties involved in agriculture 
activities seek to sell food within the zone.   
XX.1000. Soil dangers and toxicity.   
XX.1001. Before any food products may be grown in topsoil in an Urban Agriculture zone, such soil must be tested for 
contaminants that would render it unsuitable for this use, including, but not limited to: lead and other toxic heavy metals; industrial 
solvents; gasoline; perclorethylene; and other chemicals that can be transmitted to people via soil contact or consumption of foods 
grown in such soil.   
XX.1002. Areas of dry, loose soil that may be moved by wind should be covered by mulch or plastic or otherwise confined.   
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