Accessible Parking Specifications

WAC 51-40 Washington State Building Code 

When building new parking lots or garages, or remodeling existing parking areas, you will need to consider compliance with current building code requirements. Current state and federal codes require inclusion of parking spaces that are designated as accessible for people with disabilities. The access codes specify a minimum number of accessible parking spaces, so you may consider increasing the number of accessible spaces.

Accessible Parking Required

1107.1.1 General. For other than Group R, Division 1 apartment buildings, when parking lots or garage facilities are provided, accessible parking spaces shall be provided in accordance with Table No. 11-F.

WAC 51-40-113     Table No. 11-F
Number of Accessible Parking Spaces     


	Total Parking Spaces 
in Lot or Garage
	Minimum Required Number of Accessible Spaces

	1-25   ---------------------------
	1

	25-50   ---------------------------
	2

	51-75  ----------------------------
	3

	76-100   ---------------------------
	4

	101-150   ---------------------------
	5

	151-200   ---------------------------
	6

	201-300   ---------------------------
	7

	301-400   ---------------------------
	8

	401-500   ---------------------------
	9

	501-1000 --------------------------
	2% of total spaces

	Over 1000 -------------------------
	20 spaces, plus 1 space for every 100 spaces, or fraction thereof, over 1000


1107.1.2 Inpatient and outpatient medical care facilities. For Group I, Division 1.1, 1.2 and 2 units and facilities specializing in the treatment of persons with mobility impairments on either an inpatient or outpatient basis, 20 percent of parking spaces provided accessory to such unit and facilities shall be accessible.

1107.1.3 Outpatient medical care facilities. For Group I, Division 1.1 and 1.2 Occupancies providing outpatient medical care facilities, 10 percent of the parking spaces provided accessory to such occupancies shall be accessible.

1107.1.5 Van parking. For other than Group R, Division 1 apartment buildings, where accessible parking is required, one of every eight accessible parking spaces, or fraction thereof, shall be designed to be accessible to vans.

1107.1.6 Location of parking. Accessible parking spaces shall be located on the shortest possible accessible route of travel to an accessible building entrance. In facilities with multiple accessible building entrances with adjacent parking, accessible parking spaces shall be dispersed and located near the accessible entrances. Wherever practical, the accessible route of travel shall not cross lanes of vehicular traffic. Where crossing traffic lanes is necessary, the route of travel shall be designated and marked as a crosswalk.

Exception: In multilevel parking structures, all accessible van parking spaces may be located on the same level. Where a parking facility is not accessory to a particular building, accessible parking spaces shall be located on the shortest accessible route to an accessible pedestrian entrance to the parking facility. 



1107.2 Design and Construction.

1107.2.1 General. When accessible parking spaces are required by this section, they shall be designed and constructed in accordance with this section.

1107.2.2 Size. Parking spaces shall be not less than 96 inches (2440 mm) in width and shall have an adjacent access aisle not less than 60 inches (1525 mm) in width. Van accessible parking spaces shall have an adjacent access aisle not less than 96 inches (2440 MM) in width.
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Where two adjacent spaces are provided, the access aisle may be shared between the two spaces. Boundaries of access aisles shall be marked so that the aisles will not be used as parking space.
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1107.2.3 Vertical clearance. Where accessible parking spaces are required for vans, the vertical clearance shall be not less than 114 inches (2895 mm) at the parking space and along at least one vehicle access route to such spaces from site entrances and exits.

1107.2.4 Slope. Accessible parking spaces and access aisles shall be located on a surface with a slope not to exceed 1 vertical in 48 horizontal.

1107.2.5 Surface. Parking spaces and access aisles shall be firm, stable, smooth, and slip-resistant.

1107.3 Signs. Every parking space required by this section shall be identified by a sign, centered between 3 and 5 feet (915 mm and 1525 mm) above the parking surface, at the head of the parking space. The sign shall include the International Symbol of Access and the phrase "State Disabled Parking Permit Required".

Van accessible parking spaces shall have an additional sign mounted below the International Symbol of Access identifying the spaces as "Van Accessible."





Section 1108 -- Passenger loading zones . 

Section 1108.1 Location. Where provided, passenger loading zones shall be located on an accessible route of travel.

1108.2 Design and Construction.

1108.2.1 General. Passenger loading zones shall be designed and constructed in accordance with this section.

1108.2.2 Size. Passenger loading zones shall provide an access aisle not less than 60 inches (1525 mm) in width by 20 feet (6 m) in length with the long dimension abutting and parallel to: A: the vehicle space on one side; and B: an accessible route of travel on the other.

1108.2.3 Slope. Such zones shall be located on a surface with a slope not exceeding 1 vertical in 48 horizontal.

Note: For the complete text of the Washington State Building Code, Chapter 51-40 WAC, see www.sbcc.wa.gov. Additional access code information is available at the ADA Accessibility Guidelines for Buildings and Facilities, www.access-board.gov/adaag/html/adaag.htm
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