Department of Planning and Development (DPD) -- June 23, 2008

SUMMARY OF THE PROPOSED NOISE ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS
(Council Bill 116204)
1. UPDATING MEASUREMENT METHODS 

This will allow for more accurate sound readings. It does not change the permissible noise levels.

2. ENFORCEMENT

The ordinance will provide more effective tools that will increase the City’s ability to gain compliance and address noise violations.



-CITATIONS – write tickets on the spot



-REVOCATIONS OF VARIANCES



-STOP-WORK ORDERS



-CIVIL PENALTIES AS MUCH AS $1,300 PER DAY



-CRIMINAL PENALTIES – UP TO $5,000 FINE

3. REDUCING HOURS FOR NOISY CONSTRUCTION on individual properties

-In the Lowrise, Neighborhood Commercial, Midrise and Highrise zones, the hour to end noisy construction is pushed back from 10 PM to 7 PM

-This applies whenever a residential property is within 100 feet of the property with construction 

4.
MAJOR PUBLIC PROJECT CONSTRUCTION VARIANCE


-A variance process that would apply to large-scale public projects to better:  

· Protect neighboring residents and businesses from excessive noise; and

· Tailor noise mitigation to the impacts of major projects; 

-Would apply noise mitigation for the entire project, for the entire construction period of the project;

-Would require preparation of a “Noise Management and Mitigation Plan” (NMMP) and construction management plan(s)

-The NMMP would require upfront study of the sound levels along the project route, the types of activities generating noise, and the types of mitigation that will be needed to adequately mitigate the expected noise impacts
-Would involve public input, and approval of a variance would be appealable

For more info, contact Gordon Clowers, at 684-8375 or gordon.clowers@seattle.gov 

Comparison of Noise Code Variance Processes

	Topic
	Current Code

Temporary Variance
	Proposed Code 

Major Project Variance



	Intent
	To allow construction activity that is not able to comply with the provisions of the Noise Code to proceed on a temporary basis, as conditioned by the DPD Director.
	1)  Protect neighboring residents and businesses from excessive noise; and

2) Tailor noise mitigation to major projects.

	Application and Review Process

	Applicant prepares a variance application and identifies expected noise levels and practices to address activities for the duration of the major construction project.

DPD may approve the application with conditions.


	Applicant prepares noise analysis and “Noise Management and Mitigation Plan” (NMMP) that identifies expected noise levels and practices to address activities for the duration of the major construction project.

The NMMP and a Construction Management Plan (CMP) must be approved by DPD to provide a precise set of construction actions and noise mitigation responses.



	Variance time period
	Two weeks
	Set by the Director

	Variance decision maker
	DPD Director
	DPD Director

	Public notice
	Applicant must notify affected parties at least 72 hours in advance of activity
	Requires a process for informing the public 



	Appeal opportunity
	Yes
	Yes

	Ability to modify
	Variance conditions can be modified per complaints or monitoring.


	Mitigation actions (in the CMP) can be modified, per complaints or monitoring.



	Ability to write citations
	No
	Yes

	Ability to stop work
	Limited and unclear
	Stop-work authority clarified

	Citation penalties


	No
	Yes

	Civil penalties 


	No
	Yes

	Criminal penalties


	No
	Yes


