For publication in the LUIB and the Daily Journal of Commerce on June 16, 2008.


NOTICE OF NOISE CODE TEXT AMENDMENT
AND ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION
The Department of Planning and Development (DPD) is proposing to amend the Seattle Municipal Code, Chapter 25.08 – Noise Control.  The proposed amendments include:

· Allowing the Administrator to grant noise variances for “major public project construction;” 

· Allowing the DPD Director to grant noise variance extensions for previously granted variances (with public notice) except for temporary variances;   

· Modifying the time limits (set a 7 PM limit rather than a 10 PM limit) for noisy site development activities in Lowrise, Midrise, Highrise and Neighborhood Commercial zones when residences are nearby.
The following proposed amendments are not subject to environmental review:

· Update the code to acknowledge current sound measuring methods and devices; 

· Update and strengthen enforcement procedures to provide for stop work orders, revocation of variances, citations, civil penalties and the possibility of duration limits and the modification of variance terms at the Administrator’s discretion; and
· Implement non-substantive changes to the code, such as correcting incorrect references and updating inaccurate or outdated language.

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION

The Director of DPD has determined that the proposal will not have a significant adverse environmental impact, and has issued a Determination of Non-Significance (DNS) meaning no Environmental Impact Statement is required.

HOW TO APPEAL

Appeals of the decision to issue a Determination of Non-Significance must be submitted to the Office of the Hearing Examiner by 5:00 p.m. July 7, 2008.  Appeals should be addressed to the Hearing Examiner and must be accompanied by a $50.00 filing fee in a check payable to the City of Seattle.  The appeal must be sent to:

Office of the Hearing Examiner

700 Fifth Avenue, Suite 4000
PO Box 94729

Seattle, WA 98124-4729
INFORMATION AVAILABLE

Copies of the proposal are available from DPD on-line at http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/ or at the DPD Public Resource Center, 700 5th Avenue, Suite 2000, in the Seattle Municipal Tower (formerly Key Tower), 206-684-8467.  The Public Resource Center is open 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday and Friday, and 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday and Thursday.
Questions regarding the proposal or the environmental determination may be directed to Gordon Clowers of DPD at 684-8375 or via email at: gordon.clowers@seattle.gov.  
