










want to learn more?
Public Resources
■ City of Seattle Green Building Program:  www.seattle.gov/dpd/greenbuilding
■ King County Green Tools Program:  www.greentools.us

Home Certification Programs
■ BUILT GREEN™:  www.builtgreen.net
■ ENERGY STAR® Homes:  www.northwestenergystar.com
■ LEED® (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design):  www.usgbc.org

Product Information
■ ENERGY STAR® certified appliances, lighting, heating equipment, and other products:  www.energystar.gov
■ GreenGuard® indoor air quality certified paints, finishes, adhesives, flooring, and other products:  

www.greenguard.org
■ WaterSense labeled toilets, faucets, and other products:  www.epa.gov/watersense
■ National Fenestration Rating Council certified windows:  www.nfrc.org

Further Reading
Choosing Green: The Home Buyer’s Guide to Good Green Homes by Jerry Yudelson (New Society Publishers, 2008)
Your Green Home: A Guide to Planning a Healthy, Environmentally Friendly New Home by Alex Wilson  
(New Society Publishers, 2006)
Green Remodeling: Changing the World One Room at a Time by David Johnston and Kim Master  
(New Society Publishers, 2004)
The Northwest Green Home Primer by Kathleen O'Brien & Kathleen Smith (Timber Press, 2008)
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buyer's guide
Buying a home is a significant investment and a choice 
that will have an ongoing impact on your quality of life 
– including how you travel to and from work, your family’s 
health, and your utility bills. The home you buy also has 
an impact on our environment – from the natural resources 
consumed in its construction to the greenhouse gasses 
generated to keep it warm. It’s a big decision – be informed; 
do it right.

green homes
The Northwest Multiple Listing Service (NWMLS), used by 
real estate professionals in our region, has made it easier for you 
to find a green or energy-efficient home – be it single-family, 
townhome or condominium. In addition to searching for homes 
with criteria such as location or number of bedrooms, you and 
your real estate professional can also locate available homes that 
are energy-efficient, that use resources wisely, and that have 
healthy indoor air quality.

Green homes are now searchable in the NWMLS database with 
its new Environmental Certifications feature. Green building 
certifications are used to ensure that a building was designed and 
built with the environment, health and community in mind. 
Green homes in Washington can be certified via three primary 
programs: BUILT GREEN™, ENERGY STAR® and LEED®.

BUILT GREEN™ is a residential green building program 
developed by the Master Builders Association of King and 
Snohomish Counties with rating criteria for single-family 
homes, condominiums, remodels, and housing developments. 
Certifications range from 2 to 5-Star, with 4 & 5-Star levels  
that are third-party verified.

Northwest ENERGY STAR® Homes improve the energy 
efficiency of new homes with a primary focus on energy  
efficiency and occupant health. Third-party verifiers conduct 
performance testing on homes to ensure they meet the  
ENERGY STAR® criteria.

LEED® (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) is 
a national green building certification system created by the 
U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC). Single-family homes 
and townhouses are addressed with LEED® for Homes. Larger 
condominium buildings are covered under LEED® for New 
Construction. Third-party certifiers award progressive rating 
levels: Certified, Silver, Gold and Platinum.
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