














Union Station Market Operating
Agreement
By Tamera Soukup

The owner of Union Station
Market, located in the International
District, has entered into an
Operating Agreement with
Chinatown International District
Business Improvement Association
(CIDBIA), the Community -Action
Partnership (CAP) and the Seattle
Police Department (SPD).

Over the last several years the
community and SPD have been
continually frustrated with Union
Station Market’s standard business
practice of selling alcohol to
apparently itoxicated people and
minors. This practice attracted
public inebriates who brought a
host of negative behaviors into the
surrounding community.

In early June, the community and
the city began negotiations with the
Union Station Market owner to
establish business practices that
would be beneficial for the
surrounding neighborhood. The
Market owner agreed that he would
not sell alcohol products that are
used most frequently by street
alcoholics, not sell beer in single
serving containers, not to sell
alcohol between the hours of 6 am
and 9 am and abide by all city and

SOUTH PRECINCT
Follow-up to previous edition’s
SOAP article

By Tuere Sala

In the last edition of the Liaison
Link I wrote about working to
establish Stay Out of Areas of
Prostitution (SOAP) boundaries
in North Beacon Hill and
Georgetown. This is a follow-up
article. I received nearly a
hundred letters from residents of
both North Beacon Hill and
Georgetown. Residents wrote
about how acts of prostitution and
its related activities were
affecting their personal lives and
the impact it was having on the
overall enjoyment of their
communities. As a whole, both
communities indicated that they
experienced prostitution as an
important and major safety
concern within their respective
communities. They indicated that
this was a wide spread problem
and expressed tremendous
support for the SOAP designation
to address this concern. A
conflict arose, however, when I
began gathering police statistics
regarding incidents of prostitution
in both Georgetown and North
Beacon Hill.

state rules and regulations.

If Union Station Market violates the
Operating Agreement, they will be
provided notice of the violation and
agree to immediately cease the sale
of any alcohol products. The city
and community will subsequently
meet with the owner to allow the
owner an opportunity to explain the
circumstances.

Police statistics provide the
underlying documentation to
support a SOAP designation. The
amount of prostitution arrests and
“calls for service” in any given
area are strong indicators to law
enforcement personnel of whether
a problem exist, and if a problem
exist, how wide spread the
problem has become. More
importantly, since a SOAP

Continued next column

designation is simply an
enforcement tool, the statistics are
necessary in determining whether
the creation of a SOAP area
would effectively address the
community concerns. The
prostitution statistics for both
North Beacon Hill and
Georgetown were relatively
small. There have been a
combined total of approximately
17 incident reports written
regarding prostitution within the
last year. Calls for service for
prostitution averaged about 11
calls in any given month per area.
These numbers do not indicate,
from a law enforcement
perspective, that a widéspread
prostitution problem exists in
either North Beacon Hill or
Georgetown.

It is not uncommon for conflicts
such as this to arise between a
community’s safety concerns
within their own neighborhood
and law enforcement’s
perspective surrounding the safety
concerns within a given
community. As community
prosecutors, we frequently see
this type of dilemma. In most
communities, resident complaints
center around quality of life
1ssues when determining the
safety of their community.
Quality of life crimes and
violations are generally low-level
misdemeanors, such as
prostitution, building code
violation, fire violations and
general nuisance problems. Many
communities will live around
such conditions with increasing
frustration but most residents do
not take an active role in creating
strategies to address the problems.

Continued on page 7



SOAP article
Continued from page 6

In this case, I met with the
residents of each community to
talk about the conflict between
the residents’ perception of the
prostitution within their
community and the police
statistics. Residents of both
Beacon Hill and Georgetown
indicated that they have lived
around the prostitution problem
with increasing frustration for a
long time. Some residents had
previously admitted that they had
not routinely contacted the police
every time they observed
prostitution activity. Some
residents complained that on
many occasions when they did
contact the police, given the
nature of the crime, it was given a
low priority response. We talked
about the amount of drug use
within the community and its
relationship to prostitution. We
discussed the need for residents to
call 911 whenever they see
prostitution type activity, We
came up with strategies and
solutions that could be put into
place right now to began to
address the problem.

The Georgetown neighborhood

with the police department and
relayed any patterns of behavior
that existed around the houses in
question.

The residents kept logs of any
suspicious activity and remained
vigilant keepers of the
neighborhood. This commitment
led to the execution of several
search warrants, the closure of
two active drug houses and the
eviction of the tenants at two
nuisance properties. In North
Beacon Hill, we decided to focus
our attention on a particular area
which appears to be a significant
part of the prostitution problem.
Our hope is that this focused
attention will have a similar affect
on North Beacon Hill as it did in
Georgetown.

In conclusion, although this office
will not continue its efforts to
obtain a SOAP designation for
Georgetown and North Beacon
Hill, this office remains
committed to continuing its
assistance to these two
neighborhoods in addressing the
problem.

WHAT IS A GOOD
NEIGHBOR AGREEMENT?
By Ed McKenna

indicated that by partnering more
closely with their Community
Police Team officers and the
Department Of Corrections police
liaison to address the drug
problem they had greatly reduced
the instances of prostitution
within the community. Over the
last several months, residents in
Georgetown and I have met
regularly to discuss ways to
address several drug houses. The
residents kept in close contact

Continued next column

The Liaison attorney’s are routinely
asked, “What’s a Good Neighbor
Agreement”? A Google Search for
the term “Good Neighbor
Agreement” will bring exactly
3,340,000 responses to your inquiry.
That’s because there is no set
definition for the term.

Good Neighbor Agreements range
from a memorialized understanding
between neighbors to binding
contracts with penalties for failing to
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comply with specific terms or
provisions.

As liaison attorneys, we seek Good
Neighbor Agreements with problem
businesses or business that have a
potential for causing public safety
concerns. Rarely however, are two
Good Neighbor Agreements exactly the
same. Basically, Good Neighbor
Agreements are a listing of good
business practices, which, if followed,
should reduce public safety problems or
community ¢oncerns. Typical examples
of the use of Good Neighbor
Agreements include problem motels
where prostitution, narcotics or other
problems impact the community, or
liquor establishments, where noise,
narcotics or other concerns negatively
affect public safety.

Do they work? Preliminary data
appears to indicate they do work. If
community complaints to the
Community Police Team and liaison
attorneys are any indication. Good
Neighbor Agreements work very well.
Likewise; 911 calls for police service in
areas such as Fremont where most bars
have entered into Good Neighbor
Agreements are down. Does this prove
they are successtul? Other
environmental factors could account for
the good news but indicators point to
the success of Good Neighbor
Agreements. Of course, Good Neighbor
Agreements are only successful if the
terms and provisions-are followed.

On occasion, the City Attorney’s Office
will look at legal options of enforcing
agreements that have been violated.
Overall however, most businesses don’t
want public scrutiny and want to be
good neighbors so they are very willing
to implement all of the Good Neighbor
Agreement provisions. So, to those
businesses who have voluntarily entered
into a Good Neighbor Agreement with
the City, a big THANK YOU for doing
your part to make our community a
safer place for all.
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