 [image: image1.png]


  

Public Safety Civil Service Commission


Commissioner David C. Bown 


Commissioner Joel A. Nark 


Commissioner Herbert V. Johnson

Executive Director Mary E. Effertz
Public Safety

Civil Service Commission

Meeting Minutes

November 16, 2006

1.  Introductions:

  The Public Safety Civil Service Commission opened its regular monthly meeting on Thursday, November 16, 2006 called to order by Chair Joel Nark at 10:12 a.m., at the Seattle Municipal Tower, 700 Fifth Avenue, Hearing Room 1679, Seattle, Washington.

  
In Attendance:

Commission Chair Joel Nark
Commissioner David Bown 

Commissioner Herb Johnson
Mary E. Effertz, Executive Director

Gary Keese, Assistant City Attorney
Clark Kimerer, Deputy Chief, SPD
Colleen Lafferty, Personnel Dept.
Steve Borgstrom, SFD/Local 27
Kim Chenault, Personnel Dept. 
Greg Anderson, SFD
Scott Bachler, SPD
Dan Berger, Law Department

Dori Shimada, SFD
Brian Boulay


2. Approval of Minutes:  
  Minutes from the meeting held October 19, 2006 were reviewed.  Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the minutes as written, seconded by Commissioner Nark, all in favor and the minutes were approved and signed.

3.  Captain’s Promotional Process for SPD:
   Deputy Chief Clark Kimerer updated the Commission and reported that the department has a written agreement with SPMA regarding the assessment center.  The process will be formalized in a MOA and budget accommodations have been made. Chair Nark requested a copy of the signed agreement, and Chief Kimerer indicated he would see if a copy from Mike Fields, Labor Relations could be obtained.    

4. Reinstatement to Register:

  Former Seattle Firefighter Brian Boulay, sworn in by Director Effertz, explained he resigned in September of 2004 and changed his mind and asked to be reinstated to the Register, which was approved shortly after his request.  There was no recruit class available during this time and the Register expired after four months. He requested to be reinstated a second time to the new Register. Steve Borgstrom, representing Local 27, told the Commission that he believes Mr. Boulay’s attempts are in good faith, and that he should be added to the new Register.  Dori Shimada, SFD Human Resource Dept., said that Chief Dean would like his original approval for reinstatement to stand and that Mr. Boulay be added to the new list.
  The Commission adjourned to Closed Session for approximately 15 minutes.

5. Return to the Record:

  Chair Nark said that after careful consideration that it would make an exception in Mr. Boulay’s circumstance, and that it is the decision of the Board and in the best interest of the City to reinstate Mr. Boulay to the current Fire Fighter Register.   
6. Exception Request:

  Lieutenant Scott Bachler, sworn in by Director Effertz, explained that he is requesting an exception to the three year in-grade service requirement so he can be a candidate for Police Captain.  Chair Nark said the Commission would take the matter into consideration after hearing from Rachael Schade, who was unable to attend this meeting.   The request was tabled. 

7. Case Status Report:
  Commission Attorney Gary Keese discussed the recent Court of Appeals decision in the LaBrec appeal.  He noted that the decision is unpublished and can not be cited as precedent in other cases.  Attorney Keese noted that any party can request the Court of Appeals publish the decision, including the Commission.  He said they may want to consider this, because the decision states that the Commission is the final fact finder regarding similar appeals. 
  Director Effertz reported to the Commission on updates concerning Commission appeals.
  ♦Superior Court (Terry Dunn):  The hearing to show cause had been extended again to December 12, 2006.  

  ♦Superior Court (Darrell Charles): The schedule has been set with opening briefs due December 24, 2006. 
  ♦PSCSC # 06-001 (Juan Ornelus):  Appellant has withdrawn his appeal and an Order of Dismissal was signed by the Commissioners.  

  ♦PSCSC #06-003 (Christopher Hall):  Rachael Schade had submitted a memorandum in writing regarding past practices and it was distributed to the Commissioners.  Chair Nark entered Ms. Schade’s memo into the record and stated the Commission considers its order of October 12, 2006 final and the matter closed.  
  ♦PSCSC #06-006 (Richard Roberson): Officer Roberson is appealing suspension and the prehearing conference will be set at the December meeting. 
8. Budget:
  The Summit Report as of November 10, 2006 showing total expenditures at 85% overall and at 55% for the total of “Other Charges” (non-personnel services) was reviewed.  

9. Old Business / New Business:  


  Colleen Lafferty, Exams Analyst, came to the Commission regarding some direction from the Commission regarding the 2007 Fireboat Engineer exam because the Chief Seattle fireboat will be out of service at that time, leaving the Alki fireboat the only one available for testing. The Alki is scheduled to be placed permanently out of service at the end of 2007, shortly after a new Fireboat Engineer register would be posted.  The new fireboat, the Leschi, has not arrived yet. She stated that, after consultation with the Special Examiner, she would propose extending the current register for two years.  Chair Nark wants her to meet with the fire department officials and come back at the next meeting. Steve Borgstrom was asked to weigh in on behalf of Local 27.

10. Fireboat Pilot Practical Exam Appeal:

    Greg Anderson appealed the section of the fireboat pilot exam regarding the one-hour time limit that he feels was arbitrary and how the exam time clock was administered. Colleen explained the process and past practices.  The Commission adjourned to closed session.
11. Return to the Record:

    Chair Nark stated that after careful consideration, the appeal regarding the time limit and how the exam time clock was administered during the fireboat pilot exam is denied.
12.  Adjournment:  
  All other business before the Commission having been considered, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:28 a.m.  The next meeting will be Thursday, December 21, 2006. 
Respectfully Submitted,


/s/ Mary E. Effertz
Jan. 18, 2007
/s/ Joel A. Nark
______________________
 ________________
____________________

Mary E. Effertz
(date signed)
Joel A. Nark

Executive Director





Commission Chairperson

City of Seattle
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