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1.  Introductions:

  The Public Safety Civil Service Commission opened its monthly meeting on Thursday, January 15, 2009 called to order by Commission Chair Joel Nark at 10:03 a.m., in the Seattle Municipal Tower, 700 Fifth Ave., Hearing Room 1679, Seattle, Washington.

  
In Attendance:

Commission Chair Joel Nark
Commissioner Terry Carroll 

Commissioner Herb Johnson
Mary E. Effertz, Executive Director
Gary Keese, Law Department
Kim Chenault, Personnel Dept.

Rachael Schade, Personnel Dept.

2.  Approval of Minutes:  
  Minutes from the meeting held Dec. 16, 2008 were reviewed.  Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the minutes as written, seconded by Commissioner Carroll, all in favor and the minutes were approved and signed.
3.  Welcome and Introduction of New Commissioner Terry Carroll:
  Chair Nark welcomed the new Commissioner appointed by Council and asked him to say a few words. Commissioner Carroll stated that he appreciates the opportunity to serve on the Commission and briefed the Commission on his background and pointed to the various groups relating to public safety, disciplinary matters, judicial review, and resolution of conflicts that were pertinent to the work of the Commission. Commissioner Johnson indicated it was a pleasure to be able to serve with him and Chair Nark agreed.
4.  Meeting Time and Dates for Meetings in 2009:

  The Commission decided to continue to start the regular monthly meetings at 10 a.m. and to change the meeting date from the third Thursday to the third Friday of the month.  The exception will be the February meeting, which will be held Feb. 13 (the 2nd Friday of the month) as one of the Commissioners has a conflict with the third Friday.

5.  Police Exams and Personnel:

  The promotional order from SPD was provided to the Commissioners showing new hires, transfers and promotions.  Director Effertz showed how these promotions are added to the Commission website below the registers for both Fire and Police.  
  Rachael Schade, Exams Analyst for Police, provided an update to the Commission regarding the entry level exams.  She said that the number of applications were up and that administration of the new exam shows a higher pass rate.  End of year snapshot reports on ethnicity of applicants were provided to the Commission, a spreadsheet summary showing gender and ethnicity.   She also reported that there will be more vigorous screening by background detectives since the elimination of oral boards in the SPD process at entry level.  
  There was discussion about this process among the Commissioners and if the decision to halt the oral board portion of the screening process was under the purview of the Commission.  Ms. Schade explained that the Commission indeed is responsible to oversee the written examination process, while the screening and backgrounding process was under the purview of the Police Department.  Mr. Keese said the Commission is responsible as overseer up until the point of the issuance of the registry.    He did say that the Commission could offer advice and recommendations regarding SPD’s screening process as an ordinance for City Council to act on as part of the Seattle Municipal Code.   
  Chair Nark stated he is concerned about the new exam’s higher pass rate.  The Commission questioned the job relevancy of the questions and suggested having the consultant come to the Commission and provide more information regarding the new test.  Ms. Schade offered to bring the test to the Commission at the conclusion of the meeting for them to see for themselves.
  Commission Carroll offered a motion for the Commission to undertake a review of the exam procedures and have a discussion as to why these protocols have changed and invite the Chief or his designee to a future meeting for discussion.  Seconded by Commissioner Johnson, all were in favor and the motion passed. 

6.  Case Status Report: 

  Director Effertz updated the Commissioners on pending appeals: 

♦ Mahoney v. SP:  A new appeal has been filed and the Pre-Hearing Conference was set for Feb. 20.  Ms. Effertz indicated that the date will have to be changed.  

♦ James Arata v. SPD:  The Pre-Hearing Conference set for March 20 will be rescheduled to the April meeting at the parties’ request.  
  
7. Budget:
  Director Effertz provided the monthly summit report as of January 13, 2009 showing total expenditures of 93% for the year.   The IF Unemployment money had been satisfied so the Commission will have a surplus to turn over to the general fund.

  The budget loading for 2009 was reviewed per line items for a total of $141,243.   

8.  Old Business/New Business: 

   Rachael Schade provided copies of the exam for the Commission to review before adjournment.  She indicated that she would provide an analysis by the consultant regarding the exam results nationally at the next meeting. 
   
6. Adjournment:  
   All other business before the Commission having been considered, the meeting was adjourned at 11:02 a.m.  The next meeting will be Friday, February 13, 2009. 
Respectfully Submitted,


/s/ Mary E. Effertz
February 13, 2009
/s/ Joel Nark
______________________
 ________________
____________________

Mary E. Effertz
(date signed)
Joel Nark
Executive Director





Commission Chair
City of Seattle
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