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1.  Introductions:

  The Public Safety Civil Service Commission opened its regular monthly meeting on Thursday, November 15, 2007 called to order by Commission Chair Joel Nark at 10:05 a.m., in the Seattle Municipal Tower, 700 Fifth Ave., Hearing Room 1679, Seattle, Washington.

  
In Attendance:

Commission Chair Joel Nark
Commissioner David Bown 

Commissioner Herb Johnson
Mary E. Effertz, Executive Director
Gary Keese, Assistant City Attorney
2.  Approval of Minutes:  
  Minutes from the meeting held August 16, 2007 were reviewed.  Commissioner Bown moved to approve the minutes as written, seconded by Commissioner Johnson, all in favor and the minutes were approved and signed.
3. Examination Update:
  Director Effertz updated the Commission regarding the Fire Department’s examination schedule.  The Firefighter application period opened October 1 and will run through December 27, 2007.  The written exam will be January 26, 2008.  Study sessions are planned in various community centers throughout the City and at the Joint Training facility.
  Rachael Schade, Exams Analyst, Personnel Dept. reported that monthly testing for entry level police officer began in October, with 124 applicants and four lateral candidates.   They are testing on the first Saturday of the month. Four outreach trips for out-of-state testing are planned for 2008, one to Fort Hood, Texas; New York City; Honolulu; and Atlanta. The written test for Police Sergeant will be administered on March 8, 2008.  The oral board process will then take place over a period of two days.

4. Case Status Report: 
  Director Effertz reported to the Commission on updates concerning Commission appeals. 
  ♦Richard Roberson v. SPD – Post hearing briefs are due Nov. 19.  Deliberations are scheduled for November 26 at 9 a.m.
  ♦Marcia Kinder v. SFD – Substitution of Counsel was received from Amy Lowen.  Discovery was continued to November 15 and the hearing was rescheduled to Dec. 3-5, 2008.

  ♦New appeal (Felton Miles v. SPD) was received and the first pre-hearing conference will be held at the January 2008meeting.

  ♦John Powers lawsuit:  The aspect (one of many) that deals with the PSCSC hearing in 2006 has been summarily dismissed by Federal Court. 
5. Budget:

  The Summit Report for 2007 as of Nov. 14, 2007 showing total expenditures at 80% overall was reviewed.   The budget proposal for 2008 is $141,643, which includes unanticipated IF Workers Compensation and increases for the Executive Director’s broadband consideration and market adjustments. 
6.  Merit Leave/ Performance Evaluation:
   Personnel Director Mark McDermott’s Memo regarding Merit Leave was submitted to the Commissioners along with the Commission’s Annual Performance Evaluation form.   

7.  New Business:


Gary Keese briefed the Commission regarding his attendance at Commission hearings.  The Law Department has been discussing with members of the Hearing Examiner’s office if they could assist the Commission at hearings, so Gary would not have to attend all day hearings.  The proposal would take place on a one-year trial basis if the Commissioners were in agreement. The Commissioners would like to discuss the proposal with Susanne Skinner, Gary’s division supervisor and someone from the Office of Hearing Examiner. 

7.  Adjourn to Executive Session and Return to the Record: The Commission adjourned to Executive Session to discuss personnel matters.  Returning to the record, Chair Nark announced the Commission has decided to give the Executive Director six merit leave days, a 3% broadband consideration and market adjustment. 
7.  Adjournment:  
  All other business before the Commission having been considered, the meeting was adjourned at 10:45 a.m.  The next meeting will be Thursday, December 13, 2007. 
Respectfully Submitted,


/s/ Mary E. Effertz
12/13/07

/s/ Joel Nark
______________________
 ________________
____________________

Mary E. Effertz
(date signed)
Joel Nark
Executive Director





Chairperson
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