January 22, 2003

Senator Jean Kohl-Welles

157 Roy Street

Seattle, WA 98109


RE:  Burke-Gilman Trail Extension

Dear Senator Kohl-Welles:

On behalf of the City of Seattle's Bicycle Advisory Board, thank you for your interest and efforts to facilitate an agreement between the City and Corps of Engineers regarding Phase II of the construction of the Burke-Gilman Trail.  

The Burke-Gilman Trail is an important part of the Seattle's transportation system and the centerpiece of our urban trails system.  There is widespread community support for completion of the trail.  

I urge you to support prompt completion of the trail and avoid unnecessary delays of Phase II.  Any delay will likely drive up the cost of construction with little or no chance of improving the trail design.  Furthermore, it will only rankle the many citizens who feel they have waited long enough for this new segment of the trail.

Although the City of Seattle has no obligation to provide public land for parking, they have made some compromises in the trail design in order preserve parking at Chittendon Locks.  The city has allowed the Locks to use this lot for parking at no cost for years and will continue to allow parking in their right-of-way.  There is no need for additional mitigation.

Thanks again for your involvement in our community and for your assistance in making the trail a reality in 2003.

Sincerely,

Bobby Mullins

