October 14, 2002

Councilmember Richard Conlin

1100 Municipal Building 
600 4th Avenue
Seattle, WA 98104

Dear Councilmember Conlin:

On behalf of the Seattle Bicycle Advisory Board and the Bicycle Alliance of Washington, thank you very much for having the Transportation Committee meet with us and other representatives of the bicycling community on September 17.  We found the discussion very encouraging and look forward to working with you and the other committee members.

At the end of the meeting, you asked for action items.  Several issues came up during the meeting that we think everyone agreed were important.  Following is a brief discussion of those issues, in order of priority, and a recommended course of action: 

1. Issue:  Complete the Burke-Gilman Trail and the remainder of the urban trail system.  We want to focus efforts on “the missing link,” that portion of the Burke-Gilman Trail in Ballard along the railroad right-of-way.  The City Council’s study was recently completed.

Action:  We encourage the Transportation Committee to make sure recommendations are prepared by the appropriate City staff as soon as possible so the City can complete the trail on the rail right-of-way.  The bicycling community has worked very hard on this for a long time.  

2. Issue:  Provide adequate funding for maintenance.  Trail use remains on the increase and many of the trails were built long ago and are showing signs of increased maintenance needs.  In addition, when decisions are made regarding what roads will be repaired and repaved, roads that get heavy bicycle use should score higher, and therefore be a higher priority.
Action:  The Bike Board is preparing a letter to Director Crunican requesting the higher scoring and how we propose accomplishing it.  We would like the Transportation Committee to endorse our proposal or work with us to modify it and then request that the Seattle Transportation Department implement it as soon as practical.  

3. Issue:  More bicycle parking.  The city has installed 2,800 bike racks and we commend this effort.  We would like to see much more bicycle parking and are involved in an effort to find good locations for more racks.  We also want to see signs directing bicyclists to parking.
Action:  More attention is being focused on the need to locate racks on private property.  We want to see the building code reflect this need and have the City help us encourage businesses to install more racks.  In particular, we would like the City to work with us to have multi-location businesses, such as Starbucks, install racks at all feasible locations.    

4. Issue:  “Share the Road” education campaign.  There are literally hundreds of signs around the City advising motorists to be aware of pedestrians and give them the right-of-way.  There are almost no warning signs regarding bicyclists.  Many motorists are not aware that bicyclists have the same rights and responsibilities on the road as they do.  A campaign to change this awareness is very important.  Included with this program could be a “Bike Ambassadors” program similar to that in Chicago.  The idea is to have bicyclists traveling the city offering to help other bicyclists with directions and other information to improve their experience.  You suggested this could be a good job for students during the summer.

Action:  The Transportation Committee should encourage the appropriate City departments and officials to endorse a campaign of this nature.  We will continue to work with city staff and a proposal was made to Director Crunican regarding specifics, such as sign locations and design.  Proposed locations include:

· Ballard Bridge Southbound on 15th Ave. W where bicycles join roadway from the Bridge and the Nickerson underpass, and Northbound where bicycles are on the roadway from Dravus to the Bridge and crossing it, or exiting at Nickerson.

· S. Spokane Street between E. Marginal and W. Marginal
· Aurora Bridge, in both directions

We can prepare a description of the Chicago program and any others like it for Transportation Committee members to review and also our recommendation for operating such a program in Seattle.  Someone on the Transportation Committee could look into City funding options, if necessary, and if there is the political will for such a program.

We are appreciative that the City is so supportive of the I-90 bike path remaining 10 feet wide and want to improve bicycling facilities on bridges as the opportunity arises. 

We will continue to work with City staff and elected officials to make sure that bicycling remains a high priority and look forward to celebrating our accomplishments with you.

We request that you assign a staff person as a point of contact for us.  If you have any questions or want to discuss these issues further, do not hesitate to contact me at 784-7176 or djanis@speakeasy.org
Sincerely,

David Janis,

Barbara Culp, Executive Director

Vice Chair

Bicycle Alliance of Washington

Cc: Councilmember Wills

      Councilmember McIver

      Councilmember Licata

      Pauh Wong, SDOT

      Chuck Ayers, Cascade Bicycle Club

