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Memo

Date:
4/9/2003

To:
Pauh Wang
Seattle Department of Transportation

From:
Harold Taw
Member, Seattle Bicycle Advisory Board

RE:
Seattle Bicycling Guide Map

I hope that you’ll file these comments on the Seattle Bicycling Guide Map under the “Better Late Than Never” category.  I have broken them down into “General” and “Specific” comments.

General
1. Replace the “Regulations for Bicycling and Driving with Bicyclists” with a more reader-friendly cartoon on do’s, don’t’s, and sharing the road with cars.  E.g., Mammoth Mountain ski area used to use a character called “Mogul Mike.”  How about Bicycling Bob (or Betty)?  (Okay, you get the point.)  If you must, relegate the citations to specific provisions of the Seattle Traffic Code to footnotes.  Please tell me if you’d like me to work with someone in the graphic design department on the content and presentation.  

2. Provide a better indication of hills instead of the generalized shading for topography.  Though the present graphics seem to mirror topographic maps, I think a better approach would be to provide more practical information for the bicycle commuter: just how much will it hurt for me to ride up this darned hill.  I know this is a common suggestion—I just wanted to add that a possible way for this is to use a symbol rating system.  E.g., set a random benchmark, and then for every hill above a 4% grade put a circle; above 8%, put a square; then diamond, then double-diamond, etc.  This very well could work with a minimum of clutter.  It also has the advantage of not tampering with the color scheme, and not employing too many arrows.

Specific
1. 50th Ave. S. between S. Genessee and Lake Washington Blvd.: color this section as purple-residential street used by cyclists.  No one using 50th/Wilson to go north-south would want to use the suggested arterial of Genessee because it pulls you backward and forward in the wrong direction.  50th Ave. S. is a more direct shot, and doesn’t increase your elevation gain.

2. West Seattle Bridge Inset Map:  Riding from W. Seattle toward the city, the bicycle map shows the yellow-sidewalk peeling right and backwards, but then shows it as being interrupted by SW Spokane St.  Since it actually goes underneath the bridge to the other side (thus eliminating an intersection of heavy traffic), this continuity should be better indicated.

3. Fauntleroy Way SW from Lincoln Park to Alaska Way: Indicate this section as a blue-arterial used by cyclists.  It’s wide with plenty of room for cyclists, and the grade is the most moderate, gradual one to go through this terrain.  Some of the other routes indicated (e.g., the purple line on the east side of the golf course and then onto High Point, appear to be geared for those training for the Tour de France mountain stages).

Please tell me if any of these suggestions are unclear, and if you’d like any further suggestions. 
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