“Share the Road” Sign Campaign

Justification

There are thousands of Pedestrian Crossing signs warning motorists to watch for pedestrians.  Bicyclists on the roadway need protection as well.  Motorists need to be reminded that bicyclists are legitimate road users, and alerted to their presence in high conflict locations.

While some of the proposed locations could ultimately benefit from bike lanes or other facilities changes, installing “Share the Road” signs is a fast, cheap, effective way of improving traffic conditions for bicyclists and motorists.

Goals

 “Sharing the road" means that motorists and bicyclists work together to improve our individual and collective on-the-road behavior in terms of courtesy, cooperation and safety.  “Share the Road” signs are just one step in a larger plan to educate motorists and bicyclists on safe and effective ways to coexist, leading ultimately to greater safety for all.

Existing Programs

Marin County, California, launched a “Share the Road” signage campaign a few years ago and they have continued adding more signs to their program.  Details of their program can be found at:  www.malcolmfoster.com/Sharetheroad/index.html

Similar programs have already been implemented in Indiana, Ohio, Florida, Illinois, Alabama, Texas, Colorado, and Maine.  The Washington State Legislature recently created the Cooper Jones License Plate Emblem to help raise awareness in bicycle and pedestrian safety.

Primary factors for Sign Location
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Conflict between bicycles and motor vehicles

· Narrow lanes or roads with limited space for passing

· No alternate routes (e.g., bridges, underpasses)

· Bike lane ends, bikes merge into lanes

· Popular bike routes

· Uphill grades

[image: image24.png]SHARE|
ROAD




Sign Design:

Preferably something simple, like:  “Share the Road: ((” or “Watch for Bicycles in the Roadway”

Some other ideas:  “Share the Road with Bicycles, It’s the Law” or “Same Rights, Same Rules, Same Roads: ((”

MUTCD has a design already:  Yellow diamond with bicycle symbol above rectangular yellow “Share the Road” sign.  ( 

*see last page for additional examples currently in use. 
Proposed Initial Sign Locations

Ballard Bridge

Southbound, on 15th Ave W, bicycles join roadway from bridge and underpass from Nickerson.

Northbound, on 15th Ave W, bicycles on roadway from Dravus to Bridge or exit at Nickerson

Northbound, first exit ramp from Ballard Bridge

Fremont Bridge

Southbound, at Florentia (south end of bridge)—bicycles cross bridge on sidewalk and right-turning motor vehicles do not yield to bicyclists turning or going straight onto Dexter bike lane.

Northbound, at north end of bridge—bicycles cross bridge on sidewalk and then reenter roadway.

University Bridge

Southbound, on Eastlake between Fuhrman and Harvard—bike lane ends and bikes merge into traffic lane]

Northbound, at north end of bridge before/at exit ramp to 40th—bike lane ends; conflicts between cars turning and going straight and bikes turning or going straight.

Aurora Bridge

Both directions. [“Watch for Bicycles on the Bridge/Roadway”]

Lake Washington Boulevard through Arboretum

Northbound, after Madison and Boyer, near Foster Island Rd.
Southbound, after Foster Island Rd, Boyer and near Japanese Garden.

Alaskan Way

Northbound near Colman Dock—where only one lane or one through lane.

N. 46th Street & E Green Lake Wy

Westbound from 50th to Fremont—especially just before going under Aurora.

Rainier Avenue South

Both directions, from Dearborn to Genessee—high volume, poor road surface, no good alternate route.

Dearborn near I-5

Eastbound, just before 8th/9th Ave S—bike lane ends under I-5 and bike slot lane starts again just before freeway onramp.  Poor visibility under freeway and cars don’t know that bikes are merging across.

Westbound, between 10th Ave S & 5th Ave S—bike lane is narrow, many cars turning right, and downhill, so many bikes take traffic lane.

S Spokane St

Between E. Marginal and W. Marginal Way.

Next Steps

Expand education/safety campaign to include signs on buses, “Share The Road” bumper stickers on city vehicles (police, fire, etc.), Posters in city offices, schools, bike shops, AAA, automobile repair shops, auto dealerships, PSA’s on radio and television, bicycle training in schools, etc.

Sign designs:

A sampling of “Share the Road” signs already in use around the country:
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[Washington]  Cooper Jones License Plate Emblem:  www.dol.wa.gov/vs/tr-spp.htm - Jones
[MUTCD] Bike in yellow diamond + STR sign:  www.malcolmfoster.com/Sharetheroad
[Maine]  Bike/Car STR sign:  www.bikemaine.org/share.htm
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[Marin County, CA]  Yin-Yang STR sign:  www.kernsharetheroad.org 

Sources:

Some text and diagrams taken from the Marin County Share the Road website (thanks!)

Citizen advocates:

Rebecca Slivka,
slivkar@attbi.com, (206) 285-7188

Bicycle Alliance of Washington, www.bicyclealliance.org, (206) 224-925
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