Back ground: 

During the presentation to the Seattle Bike Advisory Board by PB and SDOT on Sept 4th regarding rebuilding the approaches to the Fremont Bridge several comments were made regarding the inadequacy of many of the bridge appurtenances. The presenters informed the board that the retrofit of the bridge leaves them at the limit of their budget. It was agreed that improvements could be carried out simultaneously to the retro fit if funds could be found. The board agreed to come up with a list of improvements to present to SDOT through Grace Crunican. Work on the bridge is scheduled to begin in appx 2 years.

Field Data:

Potential improvements were noted by field observation. All improvements are separate from the comments regarding the rebuilding of the approach.

Objective: Focus on 

· Remove of barriers

· Provide way finding

· Provide signage at unavoidable points of conflict.

General comments: Improve all ramps and mark bike specific ramps with high visibility paint. Replace all catch basin grates with bicycle safe covers, raise grate to flow line (currently grates vary from 4 to 6” below the existing flow line. Consider implementing the blue bike lane at conflict points as is used in the City of Portland Oregon.

These comments will progress as a rider moves through the project. Review begins on the south side of the intersection of Nickerson/Westlake and Dexter traveling north.

1. Replace catch basin grate south of intersection, fix to grade

2. Provide way-finding marking across Nickerson/Westlake. This is specifically important for first time riders

3. Redesign the raised island on the north side of intersection to enhance northbound bicycle flow. 

4. On the north End of the bridge mark the ramp back to the roadway with high vis paint. This transition is particularly important since it is easy to miss. Signage might help direct cyclist from sidewalk to roadway see point 8 for further input.

5. Provide striping and raised pavement markers to delineate the bike lane and roadway at this merge area. 

6. Sign to warn motorist of weaving bicycle traffic. 

7. Add a five foot wide queuing area at the intersection of 34th and Freimont Ave.

8. The slip ramp from Fremont Ave to 34th needs special consideration. Cyclists who miss the merge onto the roadway mentioned in point 4 will continue to this area and are faced with two problems

· Loose all momentum and proceed to the cross walk and wait for traffic to clear (drives do not stop at this point for some reason. mid curve?)

· Jump off of the curb to maintain momentum, which occurs at the same point at which the autos are beginning the turn to the east.

The first is obviously the safest procedure but a cyclist may ignore this point in interest of maintain momentum, It is best simply to avoid this area with a bicycle. Cyclist should be encouraged to leave the sidewalk at the point previously mentioned. A second merge option might be an option.

South Bound 

9. Add a 6’ bicycle lane to the west side of the bridge. 

10. Remove barrier at bottle-neck to allow cyclist to merge onto the sidewalk. Note that there MAY be some potential for bike/pedestrian conflicts at any merge. This point has an advantage of a clear line of sight for stopping sight distance to modify speed or location as appropriate. 

11. There is a conflict between autos and pedestrians or cyclists at the south end of the west side of the bridge. Currently there is sign to warn motorist of this conflict, unfortunately the only people that can see it are the cyclist and pedestrians. Signage should be added further north.

12. It is desirable for a cyclist to have a clear line of sight and a travelable path from the end of the bridge to the point at which queuing starts for the light. It is out recommendation that 

· The lane indicator mast-arm pole should be moved out of its current sight obstructing location to some place less obtrusive.

· The catch basin in this area is particularly bad and should be replaced. 

· A clear ridable path needs to be established. This can be accomplished by making the sidewalk into an 8’ walk (currently ~11’) and adding a 5’ bike lane. This will provide logical progression for cyclist and a safe queuing location for the stoplight.

13. Provide signage and pavement marking on the south side of the intersection to warn motorist (from Nickerson) of weaving bicycle traffic.

14. Provide a 6’ bike lane which connects to the existing bicycle lane, dash as the bicycle lane weaves with the traffic from Nickerson which merges onto Dexter. Consider implementing the blue bike lane at conflict points as is used in the City of Portland Oregon.

Further consideration needs to be given to interconnection with present and future non motorized facilities. Additionally the turn from 34th  street to south bound Freimont bridge needs to be studied. 

