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January 2, 2003

Tim Lane, PE, Senior Engineer

King County Department of Transportation

MS KSC-TR-0242

201 S. Jackson St.

Seattle, WA 98104-3856

Dear Tim:

On behalf of the Seattle Bicycle Advisory Board, I want to thank you for consulting us on November 6 about the bicycle/pedestrian facility for the South Park Bridge replacement project.  We discussed several options at the meeting you attended and the Board recommends option three for reasons described below.

1. Ramp with 90(  Turns.  This design is characterized by square turns at each end of the ramp.  The Board thinks this option will likely limit visibility and create hairpin turns, which are difficult for bicyclists to maneuver.  The City of Kirkland used this type of design to construct the bike/pedestrian facility for the Kirkland Bridge and later had to install mirrors due to visibility impairments.

2. Curlicue Design.  This design would involve constant circular turning until the path reached the ground.  Bicyclists could more easily maneuver this type of design, but members of the Board expressed concern about wheelchair maneuverability.

3. ‘Dog Bone’ Design.  The dog bone design would employ roundabouts at each end of the path instead of 90( turns.  We recommend this option because the plan (a) alleviates the most extreme visibility concerns, and (b) allows increased maneuverability for bicyclists.  While we are confident that the design is also the best for pedestrians and the disabled, we recommend that you also seek their input.

Please contact me at (206) 729-2078 or sunnyk@u.washington.edu if you have any further questions. Again, thank you for requesting our comments and we look forward to continuing to work with you on this project.

Sincerely,

Sunny Knott

Member, Seattle Bicycle Advisory Board
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The Seattle Bicycle Advisory Board shall advise the City Council, the Mayor, and all departments and offices of the City on matters related to bicycling, and the impact which actions by the City may have upon bicycling; and shall have the opportunity to contribute to all aspects of the City’s planning processes insofar as they relate to bicycling. 
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An equal-employment opportunity, affirmative action employer.  Accommodations for people with disabilities provided on request.



_1038293868.doc
[image: image1.png]TG CONMUNI

® a2 GCIY ==Y 804-M

M SANATIONAL UNIGK,








