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DATE

Marilyn Vancil, [TITLE]

[Construction/Detours/Special Events section]

Seattle Transportation

full address etc.

Dear Marilyn,

The Seattle Bicycle Advisory Board would like to thank you for meeting with us in January to discuss the ongoing revisions to the city’s Traffic Control Manual. Because bicyclists are more easily endangered than motorists by construction debris, rough surfaces, and narrowed or closed lanes, we welcome the improvements already made to the manual’s bicycle friendliness. We suggest the following further revisions:

1. Revise Section VII on bicycles--a welcome addition!--as follows:

"Bicycles may legally use both street and sidewalk, and need to be considered under both conditions. When work encroaches upon a bike lane, bike trail, or a road or sidewalk commonly used by bicyclists, as identified on Seattle Transportation’s “Seattle Bicycling Guide Map,”a maximum effort must be made to provide and maintain a safe, clearly defined and convenient bicycle way separate from the work area [[this text adapted from Section VI on pedestrians]]. The contractor shall not force a cyclist into an unsafe condition, such as grating, uneven pavement, debris, or an abrupt stop within moving traffic. The contractor shall not install “Bicyclists dismount” signs at the closure of a bike lane, but shall use advance signage that the bike lane is closed at a place where cyclists can modify their route if need be. 

Bike lanes and other identified bike routes, notably sidewalks on bridges, shall be kept free of obstructions. Only if this is not possible and if safe access can be provided within the existing moving lanes, may bike routes be closed. Safe crossings shall be maintained on all bridges.
Bike trails, notably Burke-Gilman Trail, need to have proper signing and traffic control equipment used. A bike trail shall be maintained at a minimum of 8’, and if this width cannot be provided, flagging and/or an approved detour route shall be required.

The work site shall be kept clean of debris during construction, not just cleaned up at the day’s or week’s end. Even small amounts of debris can be a safety hazard for bicyclists.

2. Throughout the rest of the manual, bicycles are excluded due to poor wording.

To remedy this:

 a. Add to the Glossary: "Vehicle -- Includes both motor vehicles and bicycles"

 b. Revise all references to "motorists," "drivers," and "driving surface" to include bicyclists (who ride, not drive, their vehicles). Change "drivers" to "drivers and bicyclists" or to "the public" or to "road users" or to "vehicles," depending on context; change "driving surface" to something like "driving and bicycling surfaces."

3. In Section II-J, add "signs shall not be placed where they obstruct bicycle or pedestrian movement."

4. In Section IV-A-2-a, revise sentence as follows: "Barricades shall never be placed in a moving lane of traffic--including bicycle lanes and shoulders commonly used by bicyclists-without advance warning including..."

5. In Section IV-A-6, revise sentence as follows: "Drums shall be reflectorized and shall never be placed in the roadway--including bicycle lanes and shoulders commonly used by bicyclists--without advance warning signs..."

6. In Section IV-B-2, revise sentence on channelizing devices as follows: "Where used to define traffic lanes, sufficient lane width should be provided so that trucks and buses will not strike them and so that bicycles have a safe travel corridor.”  We also suggest more specifically adding: “If it is not necessary to block an entire traffic lane, channelizing devices should be placed to block two-thirds of the lane, leaving enough room for bicycles, but not cars, to use the partial lane.” 

7. In Section V-A-4-2 [sic], add: "signs shall not be placed where they obstruct bicycle or pedestrian movement."

8. In Section XI, illustrations need to include appropriate treatments of bike lanes and detours for bicyclists, as well as for pedestrians and automobiles.

We have also appended former Board member Rebecca Slivka's excellent photo-documentation of bicyclist-endangering construction projects in the city. Again, we thank you for your attention to bicycle safety. Let us know if we can be of further assistance.

 [sincerely etc.]
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The Seattle Bicycle Advisory Board shall advise the City Council, the Mayor, and all departments and offices of the City on matters related to bicycling, and the impact which actions by the City may have upon bicycling; and shall have the opportunity to contribute to all aspects of the City’s planning processes insofar as they relate to bicycling. 





City Council Resolution 25534
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