SBAB Meeting Notes
10-2-2007

Attendance

SBAB Members: Naomi Wilson, Evan Brown, Brian Dougherty, Heather Reed Bioren, Deborah Kuznite, Brian Lee, Sean Ardussi
Guests: Michael Snyder, Blake Trask, Jim Hunt, David Hiller, Matt Wilson, Chad Lupkes, Patrick McGrath, Kit Hill.

Welcome and Introductions
Pete Lagerwey announces that the Burke-Gilman trail will be open on October 15th after prolonged closures.  Pete also explains that Sylvan Way SW will receive sharrows and is scheduled for repavement this weekend.  Sean asks for clarification with regards to the Bicycle Master Plan.  In the plan these facilities are only identified on the map and not in a project list.  Sean explains that the plan map looks as though bike lanes are the recommendation.  Pete details how the next step will be to thoroughly produce such a list and prioritize each project based on the proposed scoring system introduced at the September meeting.

Deborah lets everyone know that prior Board member Stephanie Frans sends her best wishes as she is cycling on an ambitious trip around the world.
Jim Hunt points out that the previous meeting with the groups from WSDOT and Seattle were very informative, both with regards to the State Bicycle Plan, and the Alaskan Way Viaduct South End Rebuild project.  The cities of Bellevue and Kirkland are both developing bicycle master plans currently if anyone is interested in providing feedback.

David Hiller announces that the Cascade Bike Club has been conducting traffic counts at Stone Way.  One of the significant findings was that 12% of northbound PM peak traffic was bicycles.  A significant increase since 2001 and that bicycle numbers are up in this area now that school is in.

There are many new faces at this meeting who are candidates for the open positions on the Board.

Review and approval of September meeting minutes

There were no minutes available for approval.  Brian points out that this has been a weak spot lately and that we need to work towards improving this.

Alaskan Way Viaduct – Update and Overview

Sean explained that following the visit to the Board in September by the Alaskan Way Viaduct South End Rebuild team, he had an individual meeting with them in their office.  The tone of the meeting was cooperative and there had been some changes made as a result of some of our comments.  Sean explained the importance of the intersection of Royal Brougham, Alaskan Way, and East Marginal as a point where virtually all bicyclists traveling from the southwest corner of the city (West Seattle, White Center, Burien, and parts of South Park) must ride through on their way to and through downtown Seattle.  Originally, the plans accommodated pedestrian traffic related to the stadium and assumed that bicyclists would use these wider sidewalks that were referred to as multi use paths.  Sean explained that this will not work for on-street bicyclists and that greater thought needs to be put into the connectivity through this important chokepoint for bicyclists.  Under current design, the intersection at Royal Brougham goes away and moves south to Atlantic Street.  Any final plan needs to accommodate the throughput of bicycles at this important intersection.  A solution that is intuitive and predictable for bicyclists will result in greater safety of the facility overall.
The team expressed that they were still working to improve this design based on these suggestions and they would like to attend the November meeting since the design phase for this project will be complete by sometime in December.

David Hiller said that Cascade has had meetings with the same team and that the design is inadequate for bicyclists.

Dongho Chang attended one of the open houses and mentioned that he spoke with the staff there regarding this issue as well.
Bicycle Master Plan implementation, 2007 milestone overview and 2008 benchmarks and plans – Peter Lagerwey and Monica DeWald, SDOT

Peter has numerous announcements about the next steps for the implementation of the Bicycle Master Plan (BMP) and the next step is development of the Draft Bike Work Program, for which SDOT is looking to this Advisory Board for input.

A sheet is distributed that shows how much has already been done to date from the Plan which sums up to about 20 miles of sharrows and bike lanes.

Of particular mention is the completion of a September bike count effort.  This count was conducted on September 19th which is chosen because it is before schools have started for the most part, and it is after the middle of summer where you have more casual bicyclists and it is thought to be more representative of the active bicycling population in the City.  These counts were conducted at 24 locations and were conducted from 6:30-9:00 am.

Sean points out that the very intersection discussed at length earlier regarding East Marginal Way had the third highest count for the City with a total count of 220 making a 44% increase from the previous count conducted in 2000.
Plans are for the first Bike Boulevard to be complete by summer of 2008 which will involve a collection of different projects including signal timing and other street design elements.

There are ambitious plans to put in more than 300 new bike rack through 2008, the Burke-Gilman Trail will have work done on the 10 bumpiest sections to fix those areas, and that there are 4 areas identified for implementation of green bike lanes so far in the City.

Peter also introduces some new signs that will be directed to vehicles regarding parking with a “look for bikes” image on them.  Also introduced are bike “spot” signs that will appear on pavement.  A range of sizes are introduced that will be considered.
The Duwamish Trail is currently on a two year timeline.

Lastly it is pointed out that the BMP will be updated every three years so it is not completely frozen in time.

The discussion turns to a broad one regarding the state of bike parking in the city and Peter goes to the trouble to distinguish between the bike racks that the City installs on sidewalks, and bike parking offered in office buildings.  A private owner is under no obligation to provide vehicle or bicycle parking to the general public.

Discussion turns to the sad state of affairs with regards to the lack of bicycle parking in office buildings and that there is no known good inventory of these types of facilities.  The lack of adequate (safe) places to lock your bike and adjacent locker rooms and changing facilities presents a significant barrier for many potential bicyclists.  David Hiller points out that the Seattle DPD routinely waives building requirements regarding both of those elements.  He suggests inviting Diane Sugimora of the Seattle DPD to come and speak to the Board and address the lack of implementing these requirements.
Brian points out that there has been little contact with the Board by the Seattle DPD and that we should put this on the list of items to look at at a future meeting.

Committee Updates

Website – Brian Lee has worked to greatly improve the content of the website to reflect what the Board currently is working towards.  Some outstanding areas for improvement still identified are the meeting notes which have not been updated online since 2003, and the need for Board bios.  Right now there are no links.  Several members indicated some lack of enthusiasm for pursuing this as content because it doesn’t really accomplish much.  The Board will likely address some of these at the January retreat.

Bridging the Gap Oversight Committee – Dongho Change states that this group meets quarterly and the next meeting will be on October 16th from 6:30 – 8:00 pm at the Beacon Hill Library

Recruitment and Outreach of new members is addressed by Monica who explains that the selection process is underway and that new candidates should expect to be on board by November or December at the latest.  There are currently 3 positions that are open.

Closing Thoughts

Brian reminds everyone that we should start thinking about the retreat in January given the changes and all the newer members over the last year.

Also a date for the Bikeability tour of the new Chief Sealth trail is scheduled for 10/21 with a meeting time of 10:00 am at the Uwajimaya downtown.

Jim Hunt asks if there is an intention to follow up on Dongho’s thoughts regarding the State bike plan and his idea of “complete corridors” or “parallel corridors” when planning state facilities that present barriers to bicyclists and pedestrians.

Meeting adjourns at 8:00pm.  Next Scheduled meeting will be on Wednesday November 7th.

