Westlake Avenue North Parking Workgroup

July 23, 2007
6:00 - 8:00 pm

South Lake Union Armory, 860 Terry Avenue N. 
Meeting 13 Summary
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Sue Partridge

 The meeting began with a general discussion of the community open houses held on July 11.  Workgroup members and SDOT staff generally felt that it had gone well.  There were about 75 attendees.  The question and answer sessions elicited some thought-provoking comments and suggestions.

Mike Estey then referred to his e-mail sent July 16 after the open houses.  In it he noted that there were a few issues that came from the open house discussions that needed further Workgroup discussion and decisions.  

1. Pay Station Locations:   Mike assured the Workgroup that the pay stations would be located on the sidewalks and would not take up any parking spaces.  The message conveyed at the open house that the pay stations would be in parking spaces was in error.
2. Load Zones at Marinas:  SDOT had committed to adding a load zone near the gate to each marina.  There was discussion whether they would be paid or unpaid.  It is SDOT’s general practice to make load zones paid where there is paid parking.  SDOT and the Workgroup agreed that the load zones adjacent to the paid parking would be 20-minutes limit and paid ($.25), while the ones outside the paid parking area would be 20-minute limit and free.  SDOT will also reconfigure existing load zones as necessary for greater efficiency.  Businesses contact SDOT directly to request load zones or passenger load zones.
3. RPZ Eligibility:  There were various questions raised at the open houses about RPZ eligibility for part-time live aboards—those that use their boat as a second home for part of the year.  Mike said there are a variety of available methods to establish residency.  If part-time live-aboards do not have a lease with a live-aboard endorsement, SDOT could consider a car registration at the same address as the lease agreement or a copy of a tax return demonstrating the intent to claim the boat as a second home.  The Workgroup recommended being as flexible as possible.
4. Higher Time Limit for Short-Term Parking:  There were several comments at the open houses regarding the two-hour limited parking, with the recommendation for a longer time limit.  The Workgroup and SDOT discussed possible combinations, and decided to provide a mix of two- and three-hour limits, with the three-hour spaces at the south end near Argosy.  The group also discussed the possibility of adding some all-day and 72-hour paid parking, but decided to wait and evaluate that once the first few months of data are collected from the present plan.
5. Other Concerns:  The Workgroup and SDOT reiterated their commitments to other improvements to the corridor:

· Safety—SDOT will attempt to alleviate blind exits and entrances in the north zone by restricting vehicle size (compact cars only), cutting back intruding landscaping, and possibly installing wheel stops.
· Dumpsters—SDOT will attempt to move as many dumpsters as possible out of the right-of-way and onto private property.  Where that is not feasible, SDOT will provide for dumpster enclosures or other means to decrease the clutter and intrusion into the right-of-way.

· Recapturing Parking Spaces—SDOT will review the layout of the parking and try to capture additional spaces when possible.

The meeting concluded with SDOT and the Workgroup agreeing to meet next sometime around the beginning of next year to jointly review the performance of the parking management plan.
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