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GUIDE TO SPU BASEMAP PRODUCTION

Use the document conventions
to quickly scan this guide for

information you need.

DOCUMENT CONVENTIONS

Several formatting styles are used in this manual to bring attention
to its varying content:

Cross References
Cross references to other sections or appendices are in bold text:

See Section 3.8. See Appendix 3: SPU Presentation
Standards and Examples.

Examples
Examples of various base map scenarios are shaded in blue:

EXAMPLE:

Transition items

Due to either technological advances or changes in policies or
procedures, some items are in transition at the time of this writing.
These items are marked with this symbol: ***

Links
Links to on-line information are shown in blue underline:

WWW:/SPU

Key Terms
Important terms used in the base map process are in italics:

as-built, control, or field check

Quotations
Direct quotations or phrases are placed in quotes:

“Sample here”



GUIDE TO SPU BASEMAP PRODUCTION

Creating base maps is part science
and part art. The science is in
knowing how to interpret survey
data and as-built documents. The art
is in knowing how to reflect that

information.

The CADD Standards Core Elements
is a prerequisite for creating SPU

base maps.

Use the Base Map Checklist as you
read this manual. You'll find a copy
inside the front cover and in

Appendix 1.

QP

INTRODUCTION

he Guide to SPU Base Map Production is a training and
reference manual for creating Seattle Public Utilities (SPU)
base maps.

The focus of this manual is the technical content of SPU base maps
rather than software procedures used in base map production.

We have attempted to present material in a sequence that reflects
base map production. It is impossible, however, to cover every
instance encountered while creating base maps. Some areas have
unique circumstances. In these cases, judgment calls will need to be
made. Most likely, a decision will be a collaborative effort made by
Base Map group members.

While the desired outcome of base mapping has not changed much
over the years, the technology for producing base maps is ever-
changing. This manual is a “living document” designed to
accommodate frequent revisions. The following are some key
features of the manual.

PREREQUISITIES C.

This guide assumes the user is familiar
with SPU’s engineering practices, file
management conventions, file naming
conventions, line types, symbols, and
layering standards. These items are
explained in detail in the City of
Seattle Inter-Departmental CADD
Standards Core Elements manual.

CADD STANDARDS
CORE ELEMENTS

o~

BASE MAP CHECKLIST

The Base Map Checklist is a tool to use in conjunction with this
manual. The checklist highlights the steps in creating a base map.
Specific items within each step are cross-referenced to their
corresponding sections in the manual. A copy of the Base Map
Checklist is located in Appendix 1 and in the inside cover pocket of
this manual.

1



INTRODUCTION

Documents once available only
as hard copy are now available
electronically. More

improvements are in the works!

APPENDICES
The following are appendices to this manual:
Appendix 1 is the Base Map Checklist.

Appendix 2 illustrates SPU Presentation Standards through more
than 60 examples of base maps.

Appendix 3 explains support documents for SPU’s base-mapping
process.

Appendix 4 is a detailed list of research resources used to create
base maps at SPU.

SUPPLEMENTARY DOCUMENTATION

Two related documents are used in
base-mapping:

City of Seattle Standard
Plans

Inter-departmental CADD
Standards Core Elements

Information on the CADD Standards Core Elements is available
through our software under “Help,” “SPU Help” and as a hardcopy
document. Contact Dean Noble at 206-684-5137.



